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“LIGHTING FITZGERALD” A LT BROOKES’ S. 37 


friendly suffrage ; and how, if you will sit down by us, I 
will finish my story.”—“ Your story! it is all a lie from 
beginning to end,” exclaimed Selwyn, amidst loud laughter 
from all parts of the room. 

Among the members who indulged in high play was 
Alderman Combe, who is said to have mad 
in this way as he did by brewing. Orie evening, whilst he 
filled the office of Lord Mayor, he was busy at a full hazard 
table at Brookes’s, where the wit 


e as much money 


and the dice-box circulated 
together with great glee, andwhere Beau Brummell 


Was one 
of the party. 


“Come, Mashtitth,” said Brummell, who was 
the caster, “what do you set ?’~—“'Twenty-five 
answered the Alderman.—“« Well, then,” 
“have at the mare’s pony” (25 guineas). 


? 


guineas,’ 
returned the Beau, 
He continued to 
throw until he“drove home the brewer’s “twelve ponies, 
running ; and then, getting up, and making him a low bow, 
whilst poeketing the cash, he said, ‘ 
for theAuture, I shall never drink any porter but yotts.”’— 
“ Lavish, Sir,” replied the brewer, “that every other blaek- 
guard in London would tell me the same,” 


“Thank you, alderman’; 


“ Fighting Fitzgerald” at Brookes’s. 
This notorious person, George Robert Fitzgerald, though 
nearly related to one of the first families in [reland (Leinster), 
was executed in 1786, for a murder which } 
premeditated, and had perpetrated in a 
cowardly manner, 


1e had coolly 


most cruel and 

His duelling propensities had kept him out of all the first 
Clubs in London. He once apphed to Admiral Keith 
Stewart to propose him as a candidate for I 
Admiral, knowing that he must either fig 
request, chose the latter, 
the ballot was to take pl 


srookes’s ; when the 
ht or comply with his 
Accordingly, on the night when 
ace (which was only a mere form in 
this case, for even Keith Stewart had resolved to d/ack ball 


him), the duellist accompanied the Admiral to St, James’s- 
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